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SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 


THE INDICATOR. 


“* Library Construction, Architecture, Fittings, and Furniture.” 
By F. J. Burcoyne. 1897. 
“The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of the British 
Free Libraries.” 


“* The Free Library - Its History and Present Condition.” By J.J. 
Oatr. 1897. 
“The Recording Indicator is almost certainly the invention of Mr. A. 
Cotgreave (Public Libraries, West Ham, London, E.,) and is that most largely 
used,’”’* 








‘* THE SCOTSMAN.’’ 


“ All the London Free Public Libraries (except one or two which do not use 
indicators), have adopted the Cotgreave System, which has been found to 
work well.”+ 

N.B.—See also “Greater London,” by E. Walford, M.A., F S.A. (page 360); ‘Methods 
of Social Reform,” by Prof. W. Stanley evons, M.A., F.R,S., LL.D. ; “ Public Libraries,” by 
T. Greenwood, F.R.G.S.; &e., &c. 





_ _ *As a matter of fact it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Libraries using 
indicators. Over 300 Institutions are now using it. 


+ Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropolitan area are using it. 


MAGAZINE RACKS. 
“FREE PuBLic LIBRARY, WANDSWORTH. 

The Cotgreave Magazine Rack has been in use in the news-room here since 
the opening of the Library. I can unhesitatingly speak of its value, for it 
greatly tends to keep the tables tidy. Being so compact it takes up little room, 
and a reader can see at a glance the periodical he wishes to read.* 

C. T. DAVIS, Secretary and Librarian.” 


* The Cotgreave Racks are in use at some 50 Libraries and Literary Institutions, from 
i¢h similar testimonials have been received. 





THE CONTENTS-SUBJECT INDEX, 
TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 
Price to Subscribers, 7s. 6d. 
(500 copies have already been subscribed for.—See List). 
**DAILY NEWS.’’ 

‘‘A ‘Contents-Subject Index to General and Periodical Literature ’ would, 
if properly done, be a great time-saving machine. Such a work is being 
undertaken by Mr. A. Cotgreave. The first part, which is now before us, is 
distinctly promising. It will be helpful to many students and readers.” 


‘*DUBLIN REVIEW.”’ 

‘The Editor of the ‘DUBLIN REVIEW’ (Canon Moyes), desires me to thank 
you for the specimen of the ‘Contents-Subject Index,’ and to say that he has 
formed a high opinion of it, in fact he has already found it useful.” 

T. W. HUNTER, Librarian, Archbishop’s House, Westminster. 

Similar expressions of opinion have been received from a large number of 
leading journals, and from many well known English and American Librarixns. 

N.B.—The Contents-Subject Index will be supplied to all Library Assistants ata 
reduce price. if applied for before publication 

Full particulars of the above an also of other Library Aids sent upon application. 














THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION 

ounDED 1895. Friern Sesston. Yrar 1899-1900. 
Vembers are re jile sied to earefu ull y read the announcements 
peariuy oi thits } ge, as no furl thei rT MatLol f guectings and 


iid PCVUEILLS Oy sent oul 


FEBRUARY MEETING 


The ffth meeting will be held at — ag? In stitute, on 
Wednesday, 21st February, at 8 p.m., when Mr. R. Wright, 
of the Barrow Public Library, will read a paper on ‘ “The Library 


\ssistant his Work and Recreation. 


Marcy MEETING. 
The sixth meeting vill be held at Iu yton Public Library, 
Vs 


. Moon, the Librarian, will read a pape 
SOCIAL GATHERING. 

by kind perinissi mn of the Library Comn 
ditch Vesti y, & Soe ial eathering sof the me 
the L. A.A. will be held on Wednesday, 7th 
for 8 p.m., at the Shoreditch Public Library, 
Durin + the evening several musical friends wil 
there will be some dancing, those who preter other amusements 
will also be provided Lor. \ SC parate smoking-room will be pro- 
vided for gentlemen. A ticket (adinitting two) is sent to all 
London members, and further tickets ay be had upon applica- 
tion to Mr. W. B. Thorne, St. Bride’s Institute, Bride Lane, 
In.C. 
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JANUARY MEETING 
There was a g .0d muster of inembers at Southwark to hear 
Mr. Roebuck read his successful essay, and the fact that meinbers 
had been able to read it in these columns before coming to the 
meeting, kept few or none aw: ay, while it added much to the 
piquaney of the discussion. ‘Mr. H. D. Roberts, the L.A. 


lecturer on Library Organisation, fittingly occupied the chair, 


and welcomed the GL.A.A. once again to Southwark, congratu- 


lating riage on their CVO ving numbers and work. To atte mpi to 


report in detail a discussion that ranged over all the wide area 
of the essay were fruitless, but some valuable suggestions were 
thrown out as to future essay competitions. ‘he word limit was 
invelghed against, as having dwarfed the scope of the essay, but 
f course, a word limit is unavoidable, and crisp, unadjectived 


sentences may convey facts p yssibly better than ornamented and 


O 


diffus s. Lil famous black a a white artist, who is 
reputed to draw his figures, and then to r ve evel imneces- 
sary line, an essayist should weigh his sentences till « every word 
is absolutely necessary to the exact meaning intended. In answer 


to a challenge, that the limit was too mue rs for the subject, Mh: 
hi 


model essay-—an event which we all shall look forward to. The 


1 4 +], , ae 
perts undertook at a luture dite, to read to the memvers za 


OO 


financial details of the successful essay were sharply criti 
but the hon. see. created some amusement by reading an e% 
of the varying financial statements of the successful and 
successful essayists, which showed extraordinary divergen 
and Mr. Roebuck, in reply to the discussion, pointed out that 
adjudicators asked for a personal statement—’‘ How / wo 
,’ and not “ How ought you to organise,” whi 
room for idcalisation. With votes of thanks to the readet 
paper and to the Chairman, terminated a very pleasant | 


oOrvanise which 


N.W. Branen: JANuARY MEETING. 

The usual monthly meeting was held at the Athe 
Manchester, on Wednesday, January 17th, when a good 
of assistants were present. Mr. J. H. Swann, Chairman of 
N.W. Branch, L.A.A., presided, and the discussion on Q 
Manuai was continued. (Chapters 7, 8, and 9.) 

rhe Chairman opened the discussion, drawing, att 
one point which Mr. Quinn, so far as he had hncotice l, nace 
mention of, and that was the question of dealing with maga 
which had changed their titles. A notable case in po 
that of the ‘*‘ Westminster Review,” which, in the cours¢ 
varied carer r, had altered its title several times und 
wfter many years had reverted to its original 
dealing with such cases, he thought that the usual pro 
was the best, namely, to make the principal entry at tl 
known title with cross referenecs, showing the various cha 
It was one of the many little difficulties which harass 
soul of the cataloguer. 

After several members had spoken with reference t¢ 
such as the foregoing which had coine under their notice, att 
tion was called to * Quinn,” page 68, where objection was 


to the manner Ih which abbreviations were entered. In 


of ** Jowett, De njamin The Epistles of St. Paul, &e., 3rd 
ed. and condensed by Lewis Cainpbe Ht 3 My. 1664. & D 
form of entry was needed than ‘3rd ed., ed.” ;) 3rd ¢ 

would certainly be more easily understood by the public. 


page 65 (Juinn, under the entry of ‘ Bible, The, write 
French La Sainte Bible. Ed. Osterva!d, 1890,” which 
another form which Mr. Quinn used to signify edited / 
which anyone might be excusea for taking it —that the Bi 
written in French by Edward Ostervald ! 
Reader's Guides were brought under notice, and in the 


sefuln ss to rea lars 


of a very able cuide quoted, its 1 
impaired by the frequent contractions, which were mystil 
the readers, and could only be explained on the score of econ 


in printing. This point was frequently overlooked by lib 
ald others, who, to save a few pence, more irequently Hot! 
than helped the people they desired to assist, forgetting 
what micht be plain to the cataloguer was not so to 


0: is. Beoks of compound authorship were also a difticulty, if 
from the ne eased entries necessary One work mentione 
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by no fewer than twenty-three distinct authors. — (** British 

Africa,” Empire Series.) Many other works having keen brought 

under review, and their treatment dealt with, the discussion 

Was adjourned, P.O. 
Fesruary MrEerina. 

The February meeting will be held, by the kind invitation 
of Mr. W. R. Credland, at his residence, 185, Great Cheetham 
Sureet, Higher Broughton, Manchester, on February 14th. 
Members are requested to meet at the Cromwell monument at 
645 p.m. prompt. Tea at 7. Meeting at 8. Discussion on 
chapters 10, 11, and 12, of Quinn. Members are requested to 
catalogue the following books, or as many of them as they are 
able to do, and during the evening the proper methods will be 
explained : 

Qucen Klizabeth’s Englishings of Boethius, De consolucione 
philosophiae, Av. 1593. Plutarch, De Curiositale ; Horace, De 
wile purticu (Part), A.b. 1598. Kdited from the unique M5., 
partly in the Queen’s hand, in the Public Record Office, London, 
by Miss Caroline Pemberton. London, 1599, Svo. Karly 
Kuglish Text Society, vol. 113. 

Catalogue of Greek coins in the Hunterian Collection, 
University cf Glasgow. Volume 1. Italy, Sicily, Macedon, 
Thrace, and Thessaly, by George Macdonald. Glasgow, 1899. 

Biblioteca de Autores Espanoles desde la formacion del 
Lenguaje hasta nuestros dias. Historiadores de Sucesos Par- 
ticulares. Por Don Cayetano Rosell, 2vols. 8vo, Vol. 1, 1858. 
Vol. 2, 1853. 

Leibnitz: the Monadclogy and other philosophical writings, 
translated with introduction and notes, by Robert Latta. Oxford, 
at the Clarendon Press, 1898. (8vo.) 

The Real French Revolutionist, by Henry Jephson. 1899, 

How Count Tolstoy Lives and does His Work, By P. A. 
Sergycenko, 1899. 


LECTURES IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

The scope of Mr, F’. Meaden Roberts’ paper on this subject was 
practically limited to London, bus the foilowing interesting letter 
us to what is done at Northampion, affords an illustration of the 
development of lectures. Next month we hope to print furcher letters 
and articles on the subject. 

propos of Mr. Meaden Roberts’ suggestive paper on 
‘* Lectures in Libraries,” a short account of the system pie- 
vailing at Northampton, where these lectures have proved most 
highly successful, may be of interest. Instituted some six or 
seven years ago, on a “ popular” basis, they were iminediately 
& great success, and have so continued down to the present 
time. ‘The lectures take the form of ‘ Saturday evening talks,” 
the subjects treated of being most varied, ranging from geology, 
archivvloyy, and literature, down to such comparatively frivolous 
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subj cts as dancing, alnateur photography, &e. Dra 

musical recit ils are also include | in the season's pregra { 

arc, aS may be TUE ssed, as popular as the lectures prop i 
talks ’’’ are held in the large hall of the Municipal bu 

which has a seating capacity of 2,000, an 1 this hall is inv | 

filled, very frequently to overflowing. \ charge of on } 


° + at ’ ’ ' 
nade for aduiission, and this charge not only makes tl 
? 1 : 
sell supporting, but 1s the ineans of plac Ing a bDalaAnec ) 
i 


ineans insignificant, to the credit of the Libra J C 


the end of eacl session. The ‘talks’ are ma 2 I 
sub-committee, wppointed, of course, by the Library 
nittee, who delegate to it all executive powe 

far as. th “talks”? are concerned, Whether, « 

this is a strictly legal procee ling is a inocotl point 

(jue stion has never been raised, at all events, not at N 

ton. The high standard of the “talks”? mav be 1d 

he fact that the names of the Bishop of London, the Bis 


{ i 

Pet rborough, the late Sir He nry Dryden, Profess« | 
Dawkins, Professor Boyd-Carpenter, the Rey. Dr. Cox, D 
V. Stanford, and others appear in the list of lectur | 
‘¢ talks ”’ ive illustrate - »y the way, with «a lantern 
electrie light, and which cost £40, paid for entire ly oul 


admission fees. Circumstances alter cases, I know, bu 


+ 


these lectures can be made so successful at Northampto 


drawing upon the income of the library in any shap 
can they not be made as successful elsewhere? CGC. R. WriGcu1 
THE ORIGIN OF THE ENGLISH NOVEL [1] 


By ARCHIBALD SPARKI 


It may be taken for granted that the first obje 
+3 t 1 ¢ } ‘ ] 
writer of fiction is to Instruet and to amuse, and 
| ] ] - > + r +] 
arises Which are the w rks that mstruct most, as tl } \ 
of amusement is not matter of primary ilnport ‘ 
people preter works that amuse, but the moi tho if 
t} hlic f - | +] ' i 
ol be publi prefers Werks tha struct and 


interesting field of enquiry is opened up 
nd Smollett contributed to the 


ut the novels of the foriner are a cone 


Richardson 
| 


the novel, 


jnsipidity, while in those of the latter the manliness and } 
that characteri very line of Fielding are utterly want 

Sir Walter Scott was p haps thi first Enelish 
really combined instructicn with amusement, and 
prese nted the most inte res og ) a tr du 5 
more p! asitg manner ln spite of Seott Ln 

e . : ’ } ) 

knowl ive ol his novel Is 1h itsell a libe rai edaueat } l I 
Hl noveis he is true to nature, and it might well be said 
that “he uttered nothing ba Hlis historic: 
LricliV accu { In reva cl orded tact i 
peaut | d )) l | hiro h thin I 
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and honour is the path of safety and renown, and all his novels 
display his principal aim as the desire to make popular things 
noble and good, and unpopular things mean and cowardly. 
The one blemish on Scott is the unnecessary amount of Scotch 
phrases ; and though some people may think | display a want of 
judgment in placing ‘* Westward Ho!” as the finest novel of 
the nineteenth century, it is impossible to read this book without 
fecling something of the grand spirit that animated our ancestors 
when they cheerfully met the Armada, and scattered the powet 
of Spain. Such fiction as that of Scott and Kingsley can only tend 
to develop all that is zood, pure, and noble; and it is pleasant 
te think that most of our novelists in their writings have tried 
to teach the same great lessons. 

Two other great names that suggest themselves are those of 
Thackeray and Dickens. Living at the same period, it is curious 
Lo note what different aspects of life they present in their works, 
and we seem to have Fielding and Goldsmith reproduced. 
Thackeray depicts life as it is, Dickens as he would like it to 
be; and a perusal of “ Vanity Fair” makes us think of the 
depravity of human nature, while ‘“ David Copperfield’ or 
‘Qliver Twist” brings before us all that is best and purest in 
life. In ‘* George Eliot’s”’ works we have fiction that consists 
of true and faithful pictures of life and manners. There is a 
pathos about ‘* Adam Bede” and ‘ Middlemarch” which is 
bound to influence the most callous ; and these books must have 
placed before thousands of young people a warning which com- 
manded respect. 

The returns of every library in the country prove that the 
inind of the people is still as firmly bent as ever upon pure and 
noble fiction, but it cannot be concealed that a large proportion 
of fiction that is in circulation does not tend to create a love for 
honesty, truth, and virtue. There are books which pander to 
the lower instincts of man, and which foster those evil passions 
that tend to destroy every cood and noble principle. 

The youth of a country must be largely influenced by the 
literature which is read by them, and by the ideals that are put 
before them in it. The class of literature which is provided by 
unscrupulous authors and publishers, whose only object is a 
selfish pecuniary one, cannot but be full of harmful results 

It is not a pleasant task to consider those fictional works 
which are pernicious, and which lead to pernicious actions on 


the part of others, because they hold up to admiration misdeeds. 





wo of the most popular authors of the nineteenth century have 

been mainly respousibl for such lhterature. \insworth delights 
7 : , } e 4s ; ] : 

one with his splendid descriptions of life and manners, and 


Lytton will always live as one of our most finished and accom- 
plished writers, and though I am convinced neither of them 


would have wilfully produced books the results of which are 


denvlorable, the ean be no qnrestion that Jack Sheppard,” 
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‘¢ Paul Clitford, and ‘* hugene Aram” have had an infl 
which every right-thinking man must regret. Criminal 
worst type are converted into popular heroes. ‘‘ The Ne 
Calendar ’’ can show us few more base and miserable murde! 
than Eugene Aram, or few more deliberate law-breakers t! 


Jack Sheppard, and yet these personages are made into he 


veryone who is acquainted with the work of a } 
library is well aware of the craving for sensational literat 
which the libraries cannot, or rather will net, supply 5 


comes tO pass that every day young persons coming nto 
Reading Rooms bring with them papers, the character of w1 
is to deprave the mind ana destroy every sentiment of re 
and honesty. These publications, unrestricted as they al 
more harm to the growing generations than all our philantl 


institutions can possibly counteract. 


The intluenece of school life nowadays Is small, the t] 
of Sunday schools is only felt onee a week, but the 
dreadful is always with us. [no almost every. str 
suburbs of every large town boys and girls can obt 
penny twelve pages Ol what is called ‘cheap literat 
which in reality can lay no claiin to be called literature 
\s to its cheapness the records of the police courts sho 
place ol being cheap, it Is more expensive than the works 
best authors 

The subject of these ‘* penny dreadfuls’”’ ought to b 
question for the legislature. [am not proposing to curt 


liberty of the press in any shape or form, but a line on 
distinctly drawn between the great daily papers that furnish 
with information and those productions that are scattered b 
cast from obscure courts and alleys in Fleet Street. 
is too busy considering theories to be able to devot 
attention to an evil that is demoralising the youth of 
country 
\nd even amongst those writers who have of rec 

enjoyed the greatest popularity, no impartial observer cai 
that the tendency has not been evil. Take Miss Brad 
‘Aurora Floyd,’ or any of Miss Brcughton’s novels 
anyone say with justice that their tendency is moral? It 


be that the experience of many o 
them to take a gloomy view of life, and to imagine imi 
and vice as sapping society > but isit well that juvenil 


these women writ¢ 


should have this picture always before them ? 

Thackeray said “ Mveryone ought to cultivate the a la 
ance of his betters,” and no one can read Black, Black 
Dickens, KMliot, Kingsley, Meredith, Oliphant, Scott or Thae 
without feeling that they ave in the company of bi 
without feeling better and wiser. 

But can anyone sav that the averaze novel of 
twenty-five vears can be said to have the SLL enuo 


invigorating influcnes 
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Library authorities ought to give this question serious 
atteution. The exercise of discretion and judgment in the 
selection of the publications and books for a library is one of the 
most serious duties of the authority. I do not for a moment 
advocate the forcing upon the frequenters of a library unpopular 
works, but I ain convinced that a full supply of pure aud healthy 
literature would have an enormous intluence in forming the 
character of the vounger generations. The demand for the 
more objectionable form of fiction is great, but are we to pander 
to it, or to lead our readers on to a higher and better field? It 
is the bounden duty of every librarian to do all in his power to 
create and foster a love of healthy and pure literature, and 
whether the recreative reading take the form of prose or poetical 
fiction, it behoves us to see that only the best is provided, 


OUR NEW COVER. 


From the clever pencil of one of the members of the L.A.A. 
—~Mr. G. H. MeCall, librarian in charge of the Belsize branch 
of the Hampstead Public Libraries, and formerly of the West 
Ham Libraries—comes the design that graces ttis issue. 
Designed especially to meet many purposes, not the least of 
Which is that of being the bookplate of the association, the 
studious library assistant poring over his stately tome forms a 
charming picture, and the L.A A. meinbers will join with the 
Committee, we are sure, in thanking the designer. 


THE L.A, EDUCATION COMMITTEE, 


It is with great pleasure that we learn that the third series 
of lectures organised by the Education Committee will comimeuce 
on February 14th, at 3.30 pan. They will be held at the 
Central School of Arts and Crafts, Regent Street, W., and there 
should be a good attendance. 

Owing to illness Mr. Macfarlane has been compelled to 
cancel his engagement to lecture on French Literature, and the 
Wednesday classes will be rearranged. As previousiy announced, 
Mr. Quinn will lecture at 5 on cataloguing, using his Manual 
as a text book (which can be had on application to the Hon. See. 
for 4s. 6d.) The lecturer, at 3.20, will be Mr. Doubleday, wio 
will take as his subject ‘‘ English Language and Literature,” 
using Brooke’s ‘ Primer” as a text book (which can be had on 
application to the lecturer for 6d.) 

On Thursday Mr. Roberts will lecture as_ previously 
announeed, and he wiil be followed by a class in French 
Literature, to be conducted by Miss Hentsch, 

Mees will be as before, and all intending students should 
conmnunicate at an early date with Mr. H. 1) Roberts, 44a 
Southwark Bridge Road, $.E. 
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THE LIBRARY” REDIVIVUS 
w series of the Library makes its appearance 
quarterly instead of a monthly journal. Mr. J. Y. W. MacAli 
continues 1] , an 1e first number is a good on 


lus ited de 


pri : ” Pollard’s il | 
cuts } 
Danto 
po 
he pay 
are noi 
\ 1 il 


cess ul 


1 public lei 


x threatens that all librarians 





this system 
overst ited. 
i un old, 
Ss a ura 


iown the throats o 


NOTES AND NEWS 
On Friday, January 5th, Mr 
library staff to supper, aus 
some succ \ ieW ve Aiter the repast 
indulged i 1 and @ Very plea ant eve ning Was Sp 
thanks to the City Librarian and Mrs. Brisco 
carried by the stati 
PrerortA.—That the Transvaal has public libraries 


doubly interesting just now, because the British offi 
soldiers at present prisoners in the Transvaal capital a 
to be allowed the use of 

The V ( reports tha 
Mr. Wi l n CObure hill rom the 
his escaj Vill on Lil 
opportun 
otherwise t fit ntion are likely mou 
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v pat 
\ aL 


he h 


\ LOL 


sub riptlons { the L.A.A., u 
Chamb I's, Hlon. T) isurer, Public Library, Stoke 
All other communications should he addressed to 


L.A.A., pro. tem., 17, Tyrawley Road, Fulham, $ 

















THE CARD CATALOGUE. 





| abe possessor of a library, no matter of how few volumes, recognises the 

desirability of keeping a proper record of it. This can only be done with 
perfect satisfaction by means of the card syStem, and the following are its chief 
advantages :— 

1.—Strict alphabetical sequence can always be maintained. 

2.—Books can be catalogued under author, title and subject, and arranged in 
the same index, cross references being made where necessary. 

3.— When a volume is lent to a friend, a note to that effect can be entered on 
the card in a permanent or temporary way, and date of borrowing 
and return affixed. arenas. 

4.—Any notes respecting date of accession; where purchased or how other- 
wise obtained ; the owner’s or his friend’s opinions and comments on 
the book ; remarksas to re-binding, etc., etc., can all be recorded upon 
the card relating to the book in question, as the owner desires. 

The material of the cards is guaranteed to be of the finest quality obtainable, 
and to wear for very many years. 

The Cabinets also are the best that money and experience can produce. 

We believe that in placing this useful contrivance before book readers,\at a 
moderate price, we are supplying an appreciated necessity. 





Further particulars and prices may be obtained of — 
a 


LIBRARY BUREAU, Ltd. 
10, Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C. 








SPECIAL—TO LIBRARIANS. 


Books Supplied and Bound from the Quire, in 
flexible Pigskin, Morocco, or a Sanitary Wash 


able Cloth, omen manufactured for us. 
GUARANTEE ee that ou ‘ Binding will outlast the / 


BOOKS RE-BOUND. READERS’ TICKETS IN 
LEATHER OR CLOTH. 


Solid Leather Reading bic made nf one piece, 
without Lining or Stitches; practically indestructible. 


AN INEXPENSIVE READING COVER IN OUR SANITARY 
WASHABLE CLOTH. 


One of the many Testimonials received by us :— 


‘¢Chelsea Public Libraries, 
December 3rd, 

Messrs. Banting & Sor have been the bookbinders 
Libraries from the commencement, in 1888, and have gi 
satisfaction. 

Their work is lasting, reasonable in price, 
carried out. 

The fact that they are binders under contract toa large number 
of Public Libraries is sufficent proof that in this particular line th: 
are difficult to beat. 

J. HENRY. QUINN, 
Chief Librarian and Clerk to the Commissioners.” 


Particulars, Prices, and Samples on application. 


J. BANTING & SON. 


GBookbinders and Booksellers, 
KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON. 
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